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HSUS Urges Transparency in 
Botox Maker's Effort to 
Replace Lethal Test 

A shareholder resolution urging 
Allergan to provide annual 
updates on the company's efforts 
to eliminate the Lethal Dose 50 

Percent (LD50) test was presented by an HSUS 
representative at Allergan's annual meeting on May 5. 
Allergan currently uses the test to assess the potency 
of batches of Botox® and Botox® Cosmetic. The 
Calvert Asset Management Company, inc., a socially 
responsible investment firm, also filed the resolution. 

When Botox is injected into animals, the drug's active 
ingredient—the same nerve toxin that causes food 
poisoning—can cause paralysis and prolonged suffering 
before death, which results from suffocation. Allergan 
uses the LD50 test to find the minimum amount of the 
toxin that will kill 50 percent of a test group of mice 
within 3 to 4 days.

"Allergan must join the twenty-first century and phase 
out the killing of animals in the testing of Botox," said 
Martin Stephens, The HSUS' vice president for animal 
research issues. "Consumers demand good corporate 
stewardship and transparency when it comes to animal 
welfare." 

Source: The HSUS 

 
 

 
 
June 2008 

In This Issue 

HSUS Urges Transparency in 
Botox Maker's Effort to 
Replace Lethal Test

Chimpanzees in the News 

Assessment Questions 
Effectiveness of Animal 
Experimentation 

Noteworthy 

The proceedings of the 6th 
World Congress on 
Alternatives and Animal Use 
in the Life Sciences 2007 
(WC6) were published in the 
journal Alternatives to Animal 
Testing and Experimentation 
on March 31 and are now 
available online. WC6 was 
held August 21-25, 2007 in 
Tokyo, Japan and was hosted 
by the Japanese Society for 
Alternatives to Animal 
Experiments. more  
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Chimpanzees in the News 

Chimpanzees can suffer from post traumatic stress 
disorder (PTSD) in ways similar to human trauma 
survivors, according to a recent journal article entitled 
"Building an Inner Sanctuary: Complex PTSD in 
Chimpanzees." The article analyzed the cases of two 
chimpanzees used in research and found that their 
symptoms were representative of symptoms that 
human sufferers of PTSD experience as well as those of 
other chimpanzees from research.

A feature film about the lives of the chimpanzees who 
were used in the US space program has been 
produced. One Small Step: The Story of the Space 
Chimps documents the journey of the U.S. Air Force 
"chimponauts," many of who were sent into space as 
test subjects in the early years of the program. 

In related news, following a failed clinical trial of the 
most promising HIV prototype vaccine, researchers 
have concluded that a particular type of monkey 
experimentation that has been used for more than a 
decade does not work. A poll conducted by the British 
newspaper The Independent found that 80 percent of 
scientists involved in AIDS research agreed that it is 
important to change the direction of HIV vaccine 
research, which formerly used chimpanzees. 

Sources: Project R&R; SpaceChimps.com; The 
Independent 

 
 

Christian Newcomer, V.M.D., 
has been appointed executive 
director of the Association for 
Assessment and 
Accreditation of Laboratory 
Animal Care (AAALAC) 
International. He will replace 
the outgoing executive 
director, John Miller, on June 
1. AAALAC International is a 
private, nonprofit 
organization that promotes 
the humane treatment of 
animals in science through 
voluntary accreditation and 
assessment programs. 
Newcomer is currently the 
associate provost for animal 
research and resources and 
an associate professor in the 
Department of Comparative 
Medicine at Johns Hopkins 
University. more 
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Assessment Questions 
Effectiveness of Animal 
Experimentation 

A recent article in the journal Reviews on Recent 
Clinical Trials questions the use of animal 
experimentation as a reliable method of predicting 
effects on humans and suggests banning the use of 
animal experiments that lack scientific data clearly 
establishing their ability to predict human outcomes. 

The article, "Systematic Reviews of Animal Experiments 
Demonstrate Poor Contributions Toward Human 
Healthcare," examined 20 previously published studies 
that reviewed the usefulness of animal experimentation 
to human clinical medicine. Author Andrew Knight, 
DVM, found that animal experimentation demonstrated 
significant potential to contribute toward the 
development of clinical interventions in only two cases. 
Animal test results were frequently ambiguous or 
inconsistent with human test outcomes. The reviews 
included experiments expected by ethics committees to 
lead to medical advances, highly-cited experiments in 
major journals, and experiments on chimpanzees. 

Source: Bentham Science Publishers  
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